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Treasury Secretary G. William Miller Presents 
Congressional Gold Medal to Family of John Wayne 


At a ceremony in the United States Capitol today, Treasury 
Secretary G. William Miller presented to the family of the late 
John Wayne a special Congressional gold medal in recognition of 
Mr. Wayne's distinguished career as an actor and his service to 
the Nation. 


On the obverse of the medal is a head and shoulder portrait 
of Mr. Wayne with the inscription, JOHN WAYNE - AMERICAN. 
Mr. Frank Gasparro, Chief Sculptor and Engraver of the United 
States Mint, executed the likeness from a photograph furnished 
by the Wayne family. This photograph was Wayne's favorite 
portrait of himself, taken during the filming of "The Alamo." 


Typifying the American Cowboy, the reverse of the medal, also 
designed by Mr. Gasparro, depicts John Wayne galloping on horse- 
back in the rugged Western beauty of Monument Valley - location 
for many of his pictures and a familiar scene the world over. 


Public Law 95-16 which authorized this national expression of 
appreciation, was signed on John Wayne's birthday, May 26, 1979. 
Provisions of the legislation permit the striking of bronze 
replicas by the United States Mint. . 
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